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healthy pursuits of lifo pause for a moment 
to speak “of ‘matters ‘at Washington, ’ the 
contempt they express is not 

with regret. . Nothing the, Democrats in 
Congress do'can surprise them.. What the 
Republicans there are doing provokes a 
question as to the amount of injury the 
party can endure, and the duration of its 
patience with the folly and wickedness of 
its leaders... 

__— 

THE LAST OF A FALLEN DYNASTY. 

‘The son of Napotzos IIT. is dead, trapped 
by Zulus in ambush, and his body pierced 
by poisoned spears, The Prince Imperial, 
who played at picking up spent bullets 
while _ the. death-knell of. the Em- 
pire was sounding, ~ has fallen a vie- 
tim to his own rashness at the moment 
when the Republic declares itsélf strong 
enough to-intrust its existence to the keep- 
ing of Paris. . The dynasty that was nursed 
smong the mountains of Corsica comes to 
an-end amid the pathless wilderness of 
Sonth Africa ; the boy that was born in the 
purple just as the treaty of Paris put its 
seal on the greatness of the third Empire, 
and whom all the world hailed as the’ as- 
sured successor to a throne not less firm than 
the oldest in Europe, has gone down with the 
last remnant of the heritage of the man 
of destiny in a skirmish with nameless 
savages. It were tedious to exhaust the 
antitheses which such a subject suggests, 
endless to dwell on the bitter irony of fate 
whiéh closes the historical episode of 
Bonaparism. For the fate of. this 
generous, brave, and modest young man, 
neither the contemporary annalist. nor the 
future historian can have aught but pity ; 
over the death of the cause which he repre- 
sented, of the hopes of which he was the 
source and centre, no lover of freedom will 
drop a tear. 

Itis but 110 years ago since NaPoLEon 
BoNAPARTE was born, not more than 80 
years ago since he was recognized as one of 
the most prominent figures on the historic 
stage of Europe. Between the fall of 
the Directory and Sedan is an’ inter- 
val..of, 70. years, during half of 
which the Napoleonic idea was the 
most potent impulse in shaping the des- 
tinies of half the civilized world. What 


the first. NaPoLeon thought and did need . 


not be interpreted either by the acts or 
commentaries of his nephew. . Such ele- 
ments of greatness as both possessed differed 
even more in kind than in degree; such in- 
fluence for 6vil as was exercised by both was 
strikingly similar. Liberty, statesmanship, 
self-respect withered before the dry, metal- 
lic lustre of the imperial throne; charla- 
tanry, time-service, sycophancy grew and 
flourished. The first Emperor would permit 
his own brothers to be but dummy kings ; 
the third made Ministers and Sena- 


‘tors out of the adventurers and 


blacklegs who had been his fellow-exiles 
and co-conspirators. Both were the prod- 
ucts of revolution which had completed the 
circuit between despotism and chaos, 
and both owed their elevation to a 
sacrifee of liberty for order. The 
first Napo.eon,' false, cruel, and, selfish 
as he was, had a splendid dream 
of European reconstruction whose real- 
ization might have put an end to war 
and antedated the. slow adjustment of cen- 
turies. The third of the name, however 
pretentious, shallow, and hypocritical, made 
France, for a time, powerful abroad and 
prosperous at home. But the exhaustion 
of. 1815, which left the country pros- 
trate before the allies and a helpless 
prey to the revived tyranny of the Bour- 
bons, followed as naturally the splendid 
brigandage of the'first Empire, as did the 
rottenness of the entire fabric of civil and 
military organization which toppled down 


before the onset of the Germans after the 


licensed. corruption and robbery of the sec- 
ond. 

That ]*rance has had for all time enough 
of this naay be readily conceded. It does 
not follow, however, that the Prince who 
died in 7/u)u-land represented merely a bank- 
rupt faction and a baseless expectancy. It 
was after the ridiculous flaseo of Stras- 


‘burg that his father wrote from’ New- 
.York im. 1837: ‘‘ But if one day eomtending 


parties should overthrow existing power— 
as the example of the last'50 years permits 
‘me to expect—and if, habituated as they 
have tpeen for 20 years to despise authority, 
they sapped all the bases of the social 
edifice, then, perhaps, the name of Napo- 
Leow will be an anchor of safety for 
all ‘that is’ generous and truly patriotic in 
France.” The fugitive who had merely made 
himself the laughing-stock of Paris stoutly 
protested then that he was no “ordinary 
adventurer,” just as three years later, after 
the: other ludicrous failure at Boulogne, he 
confidently claimed to represent “‘s princi- 
Kad: at sere rary Mba. nagctnhe 


“ ioe a ents 


tho conspiracy of 1877 was the work of a 
aap ascholar. He rang the fire-bells 
in the”‘night, brought ont the ark snd 
shekinsh, and let loose 9 flock of hard 
words which have not yet lighted anywhere. 
Gen. Wooproxn’s view of the same events 
isthat of a warrior, a man of battle, who 
Was ready to do and dare, and who is, as we 
must suppose, still staying in office for 
doing and daring. . | 
While Gen. WoopFrorp was musing as to 
what office he ‘would get when Harts 
came in, Gen. Grant, then President, sent 
for him. He had not made up his mind 
whether he would be Attorney-General of 
the United States or Minister to Great 
Britain. Imagine, then, his stupefaction 
and surprise when Gen, Grant told him 
that he wanted him to be United States Dis- 
triet Attorney for New-York. The President 
explained that there was on foot a gigan- 
tie conspiracy to inaugurate TrLDEN on the 
steps of the New-York City Hall, seize 
upon the Custom-house and Sub-Treasury, 


and raise a revolution, Thereis a realistic | 


flavor about. this which stamps it 
as being “a true bill.” It will 
be observed .that Gen. Wooprorp 
explicitly says that Tr~pxn’s inauguration 
was te take place on “the steps” of the 
City Hall. - If he had said “at the Hall,” or 
inside of it, we might doubt. But the 
ceremony was fixed for the steps outside, 
and a Democratic Judge was to administer 
the oath, Joun Keity standing by and 
gnawing his nether lip with rage and de- 
spair. Exactly what the Tilden revolution- 
ists were to do with the Custom-house and 
Sub-Treasury after they had seized them, 
does not appear. But that is what the rev- 
olutionists in Mexico always do first, and we 
may euppose that the Tilden programme 
was modeled on that of our neighbors, 

What does the peaceful reader suppose 
Gen. WooprorD, as United States District 
Attorney, would have done with poor old 
Mr. Tiupzn if he had dared to be inaugu - 
rated on the outer steps of. the City Hall ? 
Why, says the redoubtable General, “ he 
would have been whirled through these 
streets and landed in a gun-boat.” The 
spectacle of the venerable cipherer of 
‘Gramercy Park being whirled through these 
‘streets and fired into a gug-hoat, Gen. 
Wooprorp thinks, would have disheart- 
ened the revolutionists. And the General is 
undoubtedly right. Whirling aman through 
the streets, under any circumstances, would 
not only have a disheartening effect on his 
followers; but it would dishearten the man. 
And when Mr. TILDEN was not only to have 
been whirled, but also carried’ off to Fort 
Adams, “or ‘some other . secure point, 
where he could undergo. his trial,” we may 
well draw a long breath and say that the 
old man’ had a narrdw escape. Mean- 
time, says the General, the Sub-Treas- 
ury and Custom-house were to. be 
filed with sharpshooters, regulars, and 
eredulous marines, and, at the first demon- 
stration of the revolutionists, “a shell or 
two outside would have scattered the at- 
tacking party like chaff.” And this is why 
President Grant wanted Gen. Wooprorp, 
aman of gore, “who had smelled powder 
and would not be afraid of a New-York 
mob,” to be United States District Attorney. 
And this is why he has been District Attor- 
ney ever since. ‘TILDEN may take it into 
his head to be inaugurated on the City Hall 
steps, any day.. Let us be tranquil. Gen. 
Wooprorp is yet in the District Attorney’s 
office. 

The reader, of course, knows why TILDEN 
was not inaugurated on the City Halt steps, 
or any where else, March 4, 1878. He was 
afraid. Some of his myrmidons went to 
him and told him that Wooprorp had been 
appointed United States District Attorney. 
Tapas threw up his hands and ened, 

“That man of blood! I am undone! Put 


up the shutters, MaRBLE, our game is 


played.” It is natural that the World, com- 
menting on this blighted conspiracy, even 
at this late day, should call attention to the 
fact that TiLDEn’s hesitation spoiled .every- 
thing. For Titpgzn is a candidate for re- 
nomination. Let him come again, if he 
dare. Wooprord still lives and hold his 


office. } 
QE ass 


NEW PHASES OF MEXICAN POLITICS. 


The unnatural and ominous lull in intes- 
tine war lately enjoyed by the neighboring 
Republic has probably come to an end. 
Gen. Miacve. Neorets, who, until the other 
day, commanded the portion of the Mexi- 
can Army stationed in and’ around the cap- 
ital, has “ pronounced” against Diazand has 
immediately fled. Although the tidings in- 
dicate that he has as yet no following, 
it is reported that simultaneonsly two other 
‘prominent Generals, TREVINO and NaRANJO, 
were. deposed . from their commands. As 

have charge of the forces along. the 
bank of the food rable neeed indioa- 
h Lata 
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